
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
Can I bring my dog to Bell Lake Yurt? 
 
No. Please don’t bring your dog to the yurt, as sanitation is difficult to 
control, and other guests may suffer dangerous allergies to dog hair and 
dander. 
 
Can I snowmobile to Bell Lake Yurt? 
 
No. The entire Bell Lake Basin is closed to motorized winter traffic. 
For more information, see the Pre-trip Planning and Packing Resource 
PDF. 
 
Who are my guides? 
 
Learn more about MAA’s friendly, experienced guides and educators 
HERE. 
 
Do I tip my guides? 
 
While this is largely a personal decision, many guests do offer a gratuity 
to their guide for a job well done. Tips are always appreciated. Keep in 
mind that it is your guide’s job, first and foremost, to provide for your 



well being and bring you back safely. On many trips, this is no small 
task. At MAA, we also strive for an exceptional guest experience in all 
aspects of our service. On average, many clients tip between $30 – 50/ 
day when they feel the guide has provided them with a safe and 
enjoyable experience. 
 
What is the weather like in the Tobacco Roots? 
 
The yurt sits at 8,500 feet and the weather is typical of high 
mountains: lots of snow, cold and occasionally, wind. There is no 
weather station in the Bell Lake basin, and the nearest SNOTEL site is 
often inaccurate. Check NOAA for point forecasts, or call MAA for 
current weather updates. Always pack for the worst. 
 
How difficult is the approach? 
 
From the Bell Lake trailhead, it’s roughly 2.5 miles and 1,600 vertical 
feet. The skintrack from the trailhead is moderately pitched, and takes 
between 2-4 hours for most groups, with average fitness and reasonable 
loads. We’ve had guests as young as 10 and as old as 70 make it 
comfortably to the yurt. 
 
Starting from the Potosi Campground parking area adds around 2.5 
miles of relatively flat terrain to the total mileage (around 1.75 hours 
for most groups). Snowmobile shuttles are available for guided parties 
or for extra charge to eliminate the road approach to the trailhead. Call 
MAA for details: 406-581-5754 
 
Where can I find an avalanche report for yurt terrain? 
 
Unfortunately, there is no avalanche center that reports on the 
Tobacco Root Mountains. The Gallatin National Forest Avalanche 
Center in Bozeman is the nearest, but snow conditions in the Tobacco 
Roots are rarely equivalent to the next-nearest forecast area. 



 
Self-guided parties must be self-sufficient, and confident in their training 
and ability to assess the snowpack. If in doubt, hire one of MAA’s 
experienced, qualified guides, who work hard to provide a safe and fun 
experience. Call MAA to learn more: 406-581-5754 
 
What is the terrain like around Bell Lake Yurt? 
 
There is a stunning variety of terrain, from beautiful, 30-degree 
whitebark pine glades, to mellow alpine bowls, to craggy spines and 
pillows, to world-class couloirs and steep ski-mountaineering 
objectives. There is truly something for everyone, and with 14,000 
acres to play in, there’s plenty of room to explore! 
 
 

Quick Facts: 
 

The Tobacco Roots are one of the highest, densest ranges in Montana, 
with 43 peaks higher than 10,000 feet. 

 
The season at Bell Lake Yurt is the longest in the country, lasting from 

December through June. We’ve skied powder on June 22nd! 
 

Highest point in the Tobacco Roots is Hollowtop Mountain, at 
10,604 feet. 

 
Snowmobiles are completely prohibited in the Bell Lake basin, 

ensuring quiet touring and untouched snow. 
 

Bell Lake Yurt is located at approximately 8,500 feet (nearly as high as 
the top of the Bridger Bowl Ridge!), with excellent skiing above and 

below the yurt. 
 



The town of Pony was once a prosperous gold rush town of 5,000. 
Now it’s a registered ghost town—with the best bar in Montana! 

 
Montana Alpine Adventures holds an exclusive permit for over 14,000 

acres within the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest.  
 

The Tobacco Roots were named for a local leaf/bark mixture called 
kinnikinic, often smoked as a tobacco substitute by Indians and early 

fur trappers in the area. 
 

The range is home to creatures large and small, including grizzly bears, 
black bears, wolverine, mountain goats, Canada lynx, marten, ermine, 
moose, elk, wolves, fox, and a host of others. It’s truly wild country. 

Watch for tracks! 
 

Whitebark pine trees are common around Bell Lake Yurt, and provide 
excellent naturally gladed ski terrain with few low branches and 

soaring, protective canopies. 
 

The world-class couloirs of Branham Peak just out the front door (and 
the surrounding couloir basins) are the result of faulting and erosion in 

the Tobacco Roots’ relatively young granite geology. 
 

In the summer, Bell Lake is a brilliant aquamarine color due to mineral 
runoff. It also supports a healthy population of cutthroat trout. 

 
Bell Lake Yurt is Montana’s favorite place backcountry ski, 
snowboard, tour, or just kick back and take in the views! 


